
Each course in the social 
sciences and humanities 
is organized into strands, 
numbered A, B, C, and 
so on. 

The specific expectations 
describe the expected knowl­
edge and skills in greater 
detail. The expectation num­
ber identifies the strand to 
which the expectation belongs 
and the overall expectation to 
which it relates (e.g., C1.1, 
C1.2, and C1.3 relate to the 
first overall expectation in 
strand C). 

A numbered subheading introduces 
each overall expectation. The same 
heading is used to identify the group 
of specific expectations that relates 
to the particular overall expectations 
(e.g., “C1. The Effects on Individuals” 
relates to overall expectation C1 for 
strand C and to the specific expectations 
under that heading). 

The overall expectations describe in general 
terms the knowledge and skills students are 
expected to demonstrate by the end of each 
course. Two to four overall expectations are 
provided for each strand in every course. The 
numbering of overall expectations indicates 
the strand to which they belong (e.g., C1 
through C3 are the overall expectations for 
strand C). 

Teacher prompts illustrate the kinds of 
questions teachers might pose in relation to 
the requirement specified in the expectation. 
They are illustrations only, not requirements. 
Teacher prompts follow the specific expectations 
and examples. 

The examples help to clarify the requirement 
specified in the specific expectation and 
to suggest its intended depth and level of 
complexity. The examples are illustrations 
only, not requirements. They appear in 
parentheses and are set in italics. 
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Interaction among the Four Areas of Research and Inquiry 

Investigating: 
create research plans 
and locate and select 

information relevant to 
chosen topics, using 
appropriate research 
and inquiry methods; 
formulate hypotheses, 

questions, theses 

Communicating 
and Reflecting: 

communicate the results 
of research and inquiry 

clearly and effectively, and 
reflect on and evaluate 
research, inquiry, and 
communication skills 

Exploring: 
explore topics related 
to the subject area, 

identify concepts, and 
formulate questions 

to guide research 
and inquiry 

Processing Information: 
assess, record, organize, 
analyse, and synthesize 
information; document 

sources; form conclusions 

Teachers should ensure that students develop their research and inquiry skills in appro­
priate ways as they work to achieve the curriculum expectations in the other strands of 
the course. In some courses, it may be appropriate for students to develop research and 
inquiry skills as they complete a major research project. In others, students might develop 
these skills as they read and interpret texts, assess texts for bias and perspective, and 
communicate their findings. In either case, skills development must be assessed and 
evaluated as part of students’ achievement of the overall expectations for the course. 

The Content Strands 
Because of the diversity of courses in social sciences and humanities, the content strands 
in each course are distinct, reflecting the skills and understandings that are inherent to 
each area. Although the strands vary, they all connect to the four key ideas underlying 
the social sciences and humanities curriculum (see pages 8–9). 
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